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It’s time for you to set up or update your AQHA recognized youth affiliate. Please return all items on the checklist as soon as possible. These items are turned in annually to AQHA. 


Complete or update the following application and send the entire package and any questions you have to youth@aqha.org. Remember there is no minimum member requirement for state, province or international youth affiliates.



· CHECK LIST!
· A written letter of certification by the president of the AQHA recognized affiliate state, province or country.  Letter should include:  That the state, province or international affiliate has a youth organization with an appointed or elected adult youth advisor or leader responsible for the activities for the youth organization and conduct of its members.
· The Youth organization’s by-laws
· The Youth organization’s rules and regulations pertaining to its activities
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If applicable: separate organization governmental certification of its existence and in good standing from the state, province or international country	Comment by Robin Alden: 
· The youth organization’s Youth World Show qualifying guidelines.
(Pplease return this even if you do not have any youth planning to attend the Youth World Show)
· Advisor Certification Form
· Approval of Affiliate Youth Association Form
· AQHYA Affiliate Information Form
· The youth organization’s Youth World Cup qualifying guidelines if applicable.


Templates and examples of all the required forms and by-laws are provided.













AQHYA Affiliate Information

State, Province or International 		Youth Advisor/Co-Adviser
 Affiliate President 				
Name:					   	Name:
Email:					   	Email:
Phone Number:			   	Phone Number:
					 	Mailing Address:

   	Name:
					   	Email:
					   	Phone Number:
					   	Mailing Address:



The following youth must be members of AQHYA

Youth Officers: (if available)		
				Name					AQHYA #
President:				
	Vice President:			
	Secretary:				
	Treasurer:				
	Sentinel:

Voting Delegates:
			Name					AQHYA #
1:
2:
3:
4:


Number of Youth in good standing in youth affiliate:  _________________________

APPROVAL OF STATE, PROVIDENCE, or INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATE YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS

An affiliate youth association is eligible to be recognized and considered in good standing with AQHYA and Affiliate of the organization, when the following conditions are met:

1. THE YOUTH AFFILIATE MUST BE APPROVED BY OR AFFILIATED WITH THE RECOGNIZED STATE, PROVINCE OR INTERNATIONAL AQHA AFFILIATE.

2. Each youth affiliate shall submit to AQHYA its constitution and bylaws. In addition a complete list of affiliate youth association officers, AQHYA Director(s), affiliate youth advisor(s) and affiliate AQHYA World Championship Show qualifying guidelines on or before April 1 each year. Affiliate youth officers and delegates must be members in good standing of the AQHYA.

3. Annually, a youth affiliate membership list must be sent to AQHYA on or before May 1 each year. In accordance with subparagraph II, AQHYA is to be notified of any amendments made to the initial youth affiliate constitution. 

4. No provision of the youth affiliate constitution shall be in conflict with AQHYA or AQHA constitution, bylaws or general rules and regulations.

5. Activities are in harmony with the ideals and purposes of AQHYA and AQHA.

6. Membership must be open to all youth 18 years of age and under.



**Please have this form approved and signed below by the President of your AQHA State, Province or International Affiliate **



Signed By: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________________



AFFILIATE YOUTH ADVISOR
CERTIFICATION FORM

This form is to be signed by the President of the AQHA State, Province, or International Affiliate. All information on this form must be completed before any individual(s) will be recognized as the official affiliate youth advisor(s) by the American Quarter Horse Association.

PRIMARY YOUTH ADVISOR: 

ADDRESS (Physical preferred):

CITY, COUNTRY, ZIP: 

WORK (DAY) PHONE #:  				FAX #: 

HOME PHONE #:  					EMAIL: 

CURRENT # OF YOUTH MEMBERS IN YOUR YOUTH AFFILIATE: 

May we post all of your information on our Web site? 

If not, please indicate which information you DO NOT want posted: 

(If you have a secondary advisor, please provide his/her information below)

SECONDARY YOUTH ADVISOR optional: 

ADDRESS (Physical preferred): 

CITY, COUNTRY, ZIP:

WORK (DAY) PHONE: 				FAX #: 

HOME PHONE: 						EMAIL: 

May we post all of the secondary advisor’s information on our Web site? 

If not, please indicate which information you DO NOT want posted: 

**Please have this form approved and signed below by the President of your AQHA State, Province, or International Affiliate **


Signed By: ________________________________________ Date: _______________________


STATE, PROVIDENCE, OR INTERNATIONAL ELIGIBILITY 
AQHA World Championship Shows
(Youth, Select, Versatility Ranch Horse, Amateur, Open World Shows)

ELIGIBILITY

1. Exhibitors residing in in the United States and Canada and in all countries other than the United States and Canada will be eligible.  Participating countries must be recognized as a state, providence or international affiliate of the American Quarter Horse Association.  Each exhibitor must be a current year member of AQHA.  Applications for state, providence or international affiliation must be on file with AQHA and updated annually.

2. Individual members may participate in the various AQHA World	     Championship Shows listed above; however, they must represent the state, providence or country in which they reside.  If an International competitor is participating in AQHA World Championship Shows, the individual may lease a horse to avoid the cost of transporting the horse overseas, and/or must be the recorded owner of the horse.  However, all ownership or lease documentation must be complete and in AQHA office for each year’s specific AQHA World Championship Show– see deadlines below.

World Show				Deadline
A)	AQHYA (Youth) World		June 15
B)  Select (Amateur) World		July 15
C) AQHA World				August 31

3. Individual members must have qualified in their state, providence or country to receive an invitation from AQHA.  

ENTRY

1. All state, providence or international exhibitors, meeting eligibility requirements, wishing to compete at an AQHA World Championship Show must have all entries and entry fees to AQHA Offices no later than the specific date listed below of the year of the show (not postmarked by that date).  Absolutely no late entries will be accepted and no entries will be accepted via telephone.  

World Show				Deadline
A)  AQHYA (Youth) World		July 2
B)  Select (Amateur) World		August 1
C)  AQHA World			September 17


2. Individuals leasing horses or bringing their own, via transporting, are responsible for the horse’s feed, bedding and other maintenance costs required.  AQHA is not responsible for the care, safety or management of these horses at any time.  Horses being leased must meet all health requirements as outlined in the specific AQHA World Championship Show handbook.

3. Horses acquired for international competitors may not be nationally qualified in the United States or Canada for the specific AQHA World Championship Shows.  In addition, horses acquired for competition at the AQHA World Championship Show (Open or Amateur Division) by an international exhibitor may not compete in the same event at the Select World Championship Show or the AQHYA World Championship Show.  (For example a horse acquired to compete in western riding for the AQHA World Championship Show may not be used in western riding at the Select World Championship Show or the AQHYA World Championship Show).

4. Six entries per team or country will be allowed in each class. However, not more than 136 entries will be allowed per country or team. The 136 does not include a maximum of 9 entries that have qualified nationally – For the AQHYA World Show only.

5. Two horses will be allowed per rider.

CLASSES

1.         Unless otherwise indicated in the rules of the specific AQHA World 
	      Championship Show, all class rules of the Official Handbook of the 
           American Quarter Horse Association will apply.
FEES

1. Fees for international exhibitors will be the same as U.S and Canadian qualified individuals.  (To be paid in U.S. dollars)

2. All fees, including stall and entry fees, must be sent to AQHA per the instructions on the entry and stall forms.

RESIDENCY

     1.       Exhibitors must be bona fide residents of the state, providence or country that they are representing.  Residency is determined by the state, providence country where such persons actually reside, having intent to make it their permanent home.





SAMPLE 
of Constitution/Bylaws/Qualifying Guidelines

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF THE
NEVADA QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION
(Revised December 4, 2010)

ARTICLE I
NAME AND PURPOSE

SECTION 1. The name of this association shall be the Nevada Quarter Horse Youth Association (NQHYA). This organization shall be a division of the Nevada Quarter Horse Association and shall operate within the scope of the by-laws and regulations of the Nevada Quarter Horse Association and the Nevada Quarter Horse Youth Association.
SECTION 2. The objectives and the purpose of the Nevada Quarter Horse Youth Association, hereinafter referred to as the NQHYA, shall be as follows: 
     a) To improve and promote the American Quarter Horse breed.
     b) To improve and develop the capabilities of youth, both individually and through group participation of young horsemen.
     c) To develop and improve scholarship, leadership, and community interest and participation of young horsemen.
     d) To encourage high moral character, sportsmanship and clean living among all its members.
     e) To establish a means whereby youth members may work in conjunction with the NQHA and AQHYA.
ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP:
SECTION 1 – VOTING MEMBER. Any youth, 18 years of age and under, actively interested in horses is eligible to become a voting member.
SECTION 2 – VOTING PRIVILEGES. Members shall have the privilege of voting at NQHYA meetings and elections provided, however, that no member be delinquent by reason of non-payment of dues or suspended membership privileges. Member shall not be entitled to vote while such delinquency exists.
ARTICLE III
DUES
SECTION 1. Membership dues are set by NQHA. These dues are payable on January 1 of each year. Points for both year-end awards, NQHYA World and NYATT team qualification shall accumulate only after dues (and nomination fees for the NQHA for the NQHA Year End Awards program) are paid in full. All dues shall be paid to NQHA. Lifetime members will retain their lifetime membership for the duration of their youth eligibility. They must, however, show proof of continued participation by filling out a membership form for the NQHA Executive Secretary each year stating the year in which the membership was paid.
SECTION 2. Dues for AQHYA shall be paid directly to that organization. Membership in NQHYA does not automatically grant membership in AQHYA.
SECTION 3. A current list of paid members shall be forwarded on a monthly basis from the NQHA Secretary to the Youth Advisor, Youth Committee members, the NQHYA President and the NQHYA Secretary.
SAMPLE 


ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
SECTION 1 - ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING. There shall be an annual meeting of the NQHYA on the same day and at the same place as the annual NQHA membership meeting.
SECTION 2 -  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS. There shall be a minimum of two Board of Directors meetings held each year.
SECTION 3 - SPECIAL MEETINGS. Special meetings of the Board of Directors or membership may be called by the NQHYA President or a Director of the NQHYA upon written request of thirty (30) percent of the voting membership.

SAMPLE 

SECTION 4 - NOTICE OF THE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS. Written notice of said membership meetings shall be sent to each member in good standing of NQHYA at his/her last known address at least seven (7) days prior to the holding of such meeting.
SECTION 5 - QUORUM. A quorum of members shall consist of the number of members present at any regular or special meeting of which notice is given providing, however, that in no instance shall such a quorum consist of less than twenty percent (20%) of the voting membership.
ARTICLE V
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SECTION 1. The number of NQHYA Board of Directors shall be seven (7), all to be elected at large. Six members will be elected; the seventh will be the immediate Past President.
SECTION 2 - TERM OF OFFICE. The directors shall serve for one year and will be eligible for election the following year unless age limits prohibit.
SECTION 3 - ELECTION. The election of directors shall be held by mailed ballot during the last quarter of each year. There shall be a ballot prepared with the names of all eligible members and submitted to the general membership. Eligible members must live 

within the State of Nevada and meeting membership criteria. The general membership will be asked to vote for six (6) persons. Upon tally, the top six (6) will be declared elected to the Board of Directors.

(a) BALLOT PROCESSING – A special Youth Board of Directors meeting shall be called to verify and count ballots. A minimum of four directors must be present. 
SECTION 4 – DUTIES OF DIRECTORS. Duties of Board of Directors shall be to act on all matters of the youth membership and the youth activities program of the association. They shall receive the rules of the association governing the scope of their responsibilities at least once annually, and whenever deemed necessary, make recommendations to the NQHA Board of Directors for modification of the rules and shall perform such other duties as the President of the Board of Directors may so direct.
SECTION 5 – VACANCIES. Any vacancy that may occur on the Board by reason of death, resignation, or otherwise, may be filled by majority vote of the remaining members of the Board for the unexpired term.
SECTION 6 – QUORUM. A majority, four (4) members, of the whole Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Board.
SECTION 7 – ABSENCE. Any member of the Board of Directors unable to attend a Board meeting shall, in a letter addressed to the President, state the reason for the absence. If a director is absent from three (3) consecutive Board meetings for reasons, which the Board has failed to declare sufficient, his/her resignation shall be deemed tendered and accepted.
SECTION 8 – POWER OF THE BOARD. The Board of Directors shall have the power and the authority to direct the affairs of the organization, including, but not limited to, the right to make, amend and repeal the constitution of the organization, as they may deem expedient concerning the conduct, management, and activities of the organization, the admission, classification, qualification, suspension and expulsion of members, removal of officers, expenditure of money and other details relating to the general purpose of the organization, subject to the approval of the NQHA Advisory Board.


SAMPLE 
ARTICLE VI
OFFICERS
SECTION 1.  The elective officers of this association shall be a President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer and a Reporter. 
SECTION 2. The elective officers of the association shall be elected from the Board of Directors. Such election shall take place during the annual meeting held in conjunction with the NQHA annual meeting. Nominations for officers will be taken from the newly elected Board of Directors. The nominations must be seconded and then voted on by secretive ballots.
SECTION 3 - TERM OF OFFICE. Each elected officer shall take office during the annual meeting and shall serve for a term of one year and until his/her successor is duly qualified and elected.
SECTION 4 -  VACANCIES. Vacancies in any office may be filled for the balance of the term thereof by directors at any regular or special meeting.

SAMPLE 

SECTION 5 - DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS. The following are the duties of the officers of this organization:
(a) PRESIDENT. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Association and shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Association, subject to the direction of the Board of Directors, and shall preside at all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors. The President shall submit to the members annually at their meeting a report of the status of the Association and its activities during the preceding year. The President shall appoint all committees of the Association subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. No Director of the Association may serve more than two (2) years as President without an intervening period of one (1) year. The President shall have these, other and further duties and authority as may be prescribed elsewhere in this constitution or from time to time by the Board of Directors.
b) VICE-PRESIDENT. The Vice-President shall, in the absence, disability or inability to act as President, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the President, and shall perform such other duties, as the President shall from time to time prescribe.
c) SECRETARY. The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors and shall record, or cause to be recorded, all votes taken and the minutes of all proceedings in a minute book of the Association to be kept for that purpose. The Secretary shall have the principal responsibility to give, or cause to be given, notice of all meetings of the Board of Directors and the members, but shall not lessen the authority of others to give such notice as provided in this constitution.
d) TREASURER. The Treasurer shall have responsibility for the safekeeping of the funds and securities of the Association, and shall keep, or cause to be kept, a full and accurate account of all receipts and disbursements in books belonging to the Association. He/she shall keep, or cause to be kept, other books of account and accounting records of the Association as shall be deemed necessary. The Treasurer shall submit an annual Profit and Loss Statement to the membership.
e) REPORTER. The Reporter shall have the responsibility of reporting on the activities of the NQHYA to the NQHA Newsletter and other publications. The Reporter shall also serve as Historian and shall maintain a scrapbook of the activities of the Association.


SAMPLE 
ARTICLE VII
ADVISORY BOARD



SECTION 1: The Advisory Board of this organization shall consist of NQHA President and NQHA Vice President. The President of NQHA may appoint any additional members to assist the Chairman of the Youth Activities Committee (Youth Advisor) who is directing the NQHYA. The NQHYA Judging Team Coach will also be a member of this Advisory Board.
SECTION 2: Term of Office: Each member of a committee appointed shall serve at the pleasure of the President.
ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENTS
SECTION 1. The Constitution and By-Laws of this Association may be amended at the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors by a two-thirds vote of the Directors present, provided a Quorum of the Directors is in attendance. The Advisory Board must also approve all amendments.

ARTICLE IX
DELEGATES TO THE AQHYA CONVENTION
SECTION 1. The voting delegates to the AQHYA Convention will be voted on at the Annual Meeting at the NQHA Annual Meeting.
ARTICLE X
STANDING RULES
SECTION 1. The NQHYA hereby establishes the attached Standing Rules. These Standing Rules may be changed at the annual meeting by vote of the Board of Directors. The Advisory Board must approve any changes made to the Standing Rules.

SAMPLE 

STANDING RULES OF THE
NEVADA QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION
ARTICLE I
QUALIFICATION FOR THE AQHYA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW WITH HORSES
SECTION 1. All members in good standing, and who reside within the State of Nevada, are eligible to qualify for the American Quarter Horse Youth Association World Championship Show held annually in the month of August in Oklahoma City, OK.
SECTION 2 – QUALIFICATION PERIOD. All shows, which are approved by the American Quarter Horse Association, between the period of May 1 through April 30 of the following year, will be considered qualifying shows.
SECTION 3. Points will be compiled from the time the qualification period begins provided membership information and Letter of Intent to qualify is received by NQHA and NQHYA by March 31st of the year the member wishes to qualify.
SECTION 4. Points will be compiled on a one youth/one horse basis. A youth may qualify more than one horse in individual work events, i.e. Reining, roping, trail, working hunter, etc.
SECTION 5. NQHYA will allow and send only four qualifiers per event. This does not include those who qualify nationally through the AQHYA qualifying system.
SECTION 6. The top four point earners in each event, wit points earned during the aforementioned qualifying period, will be entitled to attend the AQHYA World Championship Show in said qualified event. Points will be tabulated using AQHA points earned on a national basis that will be sent to the NQHYA Youth Advisor by AQHA. Each horse/rider combination must exhibit in at least one NQHA sponsored circuit and a minimum of 8 NQHA Approved shows of said qualifying year. All members wishing to be considered for the team must send a Letter of Intent to the NQHYA Board of Directors by March 31 of the same year as the member intends to exhibit at the Youth World Championship Show. If any of the top four point earners do not wish to attend, then the next top point earners will be invited until four qualifiers have been secured.
SECTION 7 – PETITIONS. In the event there are qualifying vacancies in a particular class or classes, then a member in good standing may petition the Advisory Board to attend in that class. Petitions must be in writing and state the reasons why the Advisory Board should consider the petition, i.e., show experience, pas qualification, other awards won, etc. The Advisory Board will consider the petitions to which they will approve or disapprove. Petitions must be submitted no later than June 1 to the NQHYA Board of Directors to be reviewed and recommendation made to the Advisory Board by June 15 of the year in which the member is petitioning to attend. If the petition is granted, the petitioner is responsible for his or her own entry, cattle and stall fees.
SECTION 8 – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. Any member who qualifies is eligible for financial assistance through the fund raising efforts of NQHYA, provided they have actively pursued funding and raised a minimum of $250.00 in sponsorships for the NQHYA. Further, if the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board agree, then petitioners may be entitled to financial assistance if they actively participate in the fund raising efforts during the aforementioned qualifying period and who have raised the required $250.00 in sponsorship for NQHYA.
ARTICLE II
QUALIFICATION FOR THE AQHYA WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP: SHOW IN OTHER CONTESTS
SECTION 1. All members in good standing, and who reside within the State of Nevada are eligible to qualify for the American Quarter Horse Youth Association World Championship Show held annually in the month of August in Oklahoma City, OK

SECTION 2. The contests offered at the American Quarter Horse Youth Association World Championship Show shall include, but are not limited to, Horse Judging Contest, Horse Bowl, Speech (Public and Impromptu) Contest, and Talent Contest. Other contests available through AQHYA include the Photo, Art and Essay Contests; winners to be displayed at the AQHYA World Championship Show.


SAMPLE 

SECTION 3 – HORSE JUDGING. NQHYA will allow and send up to four Horse Judging teams, including two (2 AQHYA Teams and two (2) 4-H or FFA Teams, Each team will consist of three (3) or four (4) members and will meet all Judging criteria.
SECTION 4 – HORSE BOWL. NQHYA will allow and send two (2) NQHYA Horse Bowl teams consisting of four (4) members per team.
SECTION 5 – SPEECH, TEAM DEMONSTRATION, AND TALENT CONTEST. NQHYA will allow and send any members interested in representing NQHYA in the Impromptu Speaking, Public Speaking, the Talent Contest, and the team demonstration.
SECTION 6. Members will be considered for the aforementioned contests provided membership information and Letter of Intent to qualify is received by NQHA and NQHYA by March 31of the year the member wishes to qualify. Team members will be selected by the NQHYA Team Coach and the Advisory Board.

SECTION 7 – PETITIONS. In the event there are qualifying vacancies in a particular contest, then a member in good standing may petition the Advisory Board to attend in that contest. Petitions must be in writing and state the reasons why the Advisory Board should consider the petition, i.e., past qualification, other awards won, etc. The Advisory Board will consider the petitions to which they will approve or disapprove. Petitions must be submitted no later than June 1 to the NQHYA Board of Directors to be reviewed and recommendation made to the Advisory Board by June 15 of the year in which the member is petitioning to attend. If the petition is granted, the petitioner is responsible for his or her own entry fees and other expenses.


SAMPLE
SECTION 8 – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. Any member who qualifies is eligible for financial assistance through the fund raising efforts of NQHYA, provided they have actively pursued funding and raised a minimum of $250.00 in sponsorships for the NQHYA. Further, if the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board agree, then petitioners may be entitled to financial assistance if they actively participate in the fund raising efforts during the aforementioned qualifying period and who have raised the required $250.00 in sponsorships for NQHYA.
ARTICLE III
QUALIFICATION FOR CONGRESS NYATT
SECTION 1. All members in good standing, and who reside within the State of Nevada, are eligible to qualify for the American Quarter Horse Congress NYATT held annually in the month of October in Columbus, Ohio.
SECTION 2 – QUALIFICATION PERIOD. All shows, which are approved by the American Quarter Horse Association between the period of May 1 and April 30 of the following year, will be considered qualifying shows.
SECTION 3. Points will be compiled from the time the qualification period begins provided membership information and Letter of Intent to qualify is received by NQHA and NQHYA by March 31st of the year the member wishes to qualify.
SECTION 4. Points will be compiled on a one youth/one horse basis. A youth may qualify more than one horse in individual work events, i.e., reining and barrel racing.
SECTION 5. NQHYA will allow and send only two qualifiers per event. The classes available on the Congress NYATT team are Showmanship, Horsemanship, Western Pleasure, Reining, Hunter Under Saddle and Barrel Racing.
SECTION 6. The top two point earners in each event, with points earned during the aforementioned qualifying period, will be entitled to attend the NYATT Show in said qualified event. Points will be tabulated using AQHA points earned on a national basis that will be sent to the NQHYA Youth Advisor by AQHA. Each horse/rider combination must exhibit in at least one NQHA sponsored circuit and a minimum of 8 NQHA Approved shows of said qualifying year. All members wishing to be considered for the team must send a Letter of Intent to the NQHYA Board of Directors by March 31 of the same year as the member intends to exhibit at the NYATT Show. If either of the top two point earners do not wish to attend, then the next top ten point earner will be invited until two qualifiers have been secured.
SECTION 7 – PETITIONS. In the event there are qualifying vacancies in a particular class or classes, then a member in good standing may petition the Advisory Board to attend in that class. Petitions must be in 
SAMPLE 

writing and state the reasons why the Advisory Board should consider the petition, i.e., show experience, past qualification, other awards won, etc. The Advisory Board will consider the petitions to which they will approve or disapprove. Petitions must be submitted no later than June 1 to the NQHYA Board of Directors to be reviewed and recommendation made to the Advisory Board by June 15 of the year in which the member is petitioning to attend. If the petition is granted, the petitioner is responsible for his or her own entry, cattle and stall fees.
SECTION 8 – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. Any member who qualifies is eligible for financial assistance through the fund raising efforts of NQHYA, provided they have actively pursued funding and raised a minimum of $250.00 in sponsorships for the NQHYA. Further, if the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board agree, then petitioners may be entitled to financial assistance if they actively participate in the fund raising efforts during the aforementioned qualifying period and who have raised the required $250.00 in sponsorships for NQHYA.
Revised January, 2008.
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