All About Cowboys
Name: __________________

Date: ____________________

Vaqueros Vaqueros were some of the 
earliest cowboys.  Most of them were Spaniards whose 
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main job was to move from place to place and 
work cattle and horses.
Cowboys The word “cowboy”
was first used when there were not enough men 
to hire for cattle drives, and ranchers were 
forced to hire young boys to tend their cattle.

Rodeo Rodeo began when cowboys would 
meet after a long day’s work for a friendly competition. 
The word rodeo is Spanish for round up. Rodeos didn’t 

become organized spectator sports until the 1880’s. 
The biggest rodeo in the United States today is the Cheyenne 
Rodeo.
Calf Roping   This is a rodeo event which 

lets cowboys show off the skills they’ve learned 

on the ranch. This is when the cowboy ropes 

a calf while on horseback. The cowboy has to 

get off his horse, tie the calf’s legs, and
throw his hands in the air to show he’s finished. The 
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cowboy who does this the fastest wins.
Bronco Riding  
Wild bronco riding is another popular rodeo 
event.  This is when the cowboy has to ride a 
bucking horse for at least 8 seconds to score.                                                                       
Rodeo Clowns  Clowns are also known as bull

fighters; the rodeo clown is an important part of the rodeo. 

Their job is to entertain the spectators, as well as, keep the 
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cowboys safe, especially from broncos and bulls.

Trick Riders Trick riders were 
a fun part of the Old West.  This dates back to a time 
even before the cowboys, and comes from the 
Romans. In the U.S. today, it is still an exciting 
rodeo event, but trick riding is one of the most 
dangerous sports.  The rider can stand up and 
move themselves all around the horse while the 
horse is galloping around the arena. 

REVIEW
1. What word in Spanish means cowboy? Vaqueros 
2. What is a rodeo clown’s job? Their job is to entertain the spectators, as well as, keep the 

cowboys safe, especially from broncos and bulls

3. Which event ends when the cowboy throws his hands in the air to signal 

he’s finished? Calf Roping
1. Where did trick riding begin? Romans, then later in the  Old West of the US
2. How long must a Bronco Rider ride to earn points?8 seconds
3. When did rodeo become a spectator sport? until the 1880’s
4. The first cowboys were young boys: True or False (circle one)

5. Bull Fighter is another name for Rodeo Clown: True or False (circle one)
